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Introduction And Background

Tools and devices incorporated in Web 2 provide a great resource in Teaching and Learning.  In today’s ever changing digital world, technology used to its potential can enhance our way of teaching and learning.  It is our duty to discover this potential, to revolutionise  education.  Our ever changing society blogs, chats, uses facebook and exchanges ideas, thoughts and  information over the web and wireless devices.  This is the way society today interacts.  For education to move on it has to grasp the potential within these tools and learn to use them accordingly, otherwise we as educators will be teaching in a dead language.  Teaching and learning has to be re-thought using the potentials of Web and blogs form a great part.
What is a Blog?

The word BLOG is short for WEBLOG.  A blog is really a personal online journal wherein the author puts up content and regularly updates it through a series of posts.  Each entry or post has a feature where any reader can comment, criticise or add information to the blog or post in particular, thus making it public as anyone can interact with the author.  It mainly consists of one page with entries being posted in reverse chronological order - the latest entry is always on top at the beginning. 
The Themes or topics being dealt with in blogs vary from controversial issues, to personal interests to political debates. It could be a developing idea from the point of view of the author and other contributors.  Thus the blog becomes a collaborative arena where people show their views, ideas, discuss, contradict, criticise.  It no longer remains the author’s personal diary but a growing idea becoming public and which transforms its shape through the whole journey.
A Description Of The Technical Intricacies Of Blogs
As with most new technologies, Blogs have associated with them a list of new words and terminology.  The word blog has been modified to a verb, noun and adjective to describe any activity associated with blogs.  Here is a list of the most commonly used:

Blogger, blogging, blogosphere, blogroll
A blog is not only text based infact a typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs.  Wikipedia defines various types of  blogs identified by the type of content. Amongst others here are a few it lists adding up to the terminology used in blogs:

Personal, corporate, question blogs, blogs containing videos – Vlog, blogs containing photos – Photoblog, blogs comprising links to other blogs – Linklog and blogs with mixed media types - Tumblelogs.
A blog is very simple to create, all one needs is a computer and an Internet connection. There are several sources which offer easy set up and registration for blogs amongst which: Blogspot.com,  Edublog.org, Wordpress.com, blogger.com. From there on the world opens up into a personal yet social and collaborative tool for communication. 
A critical appraisal of  Blogs in education

Harnessing blogs to exploit them to their full potential in an educational context requires a good knowledge and understanding of how they work and can be implemented in everyday teaching.
In education, blogs have begun to play a very important part in reaching children of all ages from primary to secondary up to tertiary levels.  First of all to be able to relate to children and young people one has to understand and be a part of their world.  On looking closely we notice that computers, the internet, collaborative online tools, digital media and social networking all have become part and parcel of their everyday lives.  
Meghan Ormiston, a professional educator and writer of various books and articles,  asks if  we are preparing students to be successful in school or successful in life? Accordingly, to engage children wholly into learning we need to reshape the curriculum so as to include these media amongst which : blogs.
Today blogs are fast growing in popularity for many reasons.  As it is similar to a website anyone can put up information, ideas, pictures and other media for others to see.  Not only can others look it up in the Internet but they can have feedback along with comments and maybe even add information which gives it a whole new dimension.  What’s even better, is that its so easy primary class children can create their own blogs and its free.

After researching and observing children in creating and working with blogs it becomes obvious that the usual obstacles they encounter in conventional teaching are overcome.  Children love working with computers so having children use the computer to create blogs is the first step towards using technology to transform learning and teaching.

Limitations

· As with any other technology on the web, there is the issue especially with young children of Internet safety.  Children must be taught to be aware of the dangers when exposing personal information or photos. 

· As anyone can publish online not every blog has accurate or proper information.  Children are to be aware of this when accessing other people’s blogs.  
· A system of class blogging policies should be adopted to make the children aware that not anything is acceptable and can be published on the web.  The teacher acting as a moderator can refuse to approve a comment or post.  Children should be responsible and take seriously the material they publish or the comments they make.  Language should be appropriate and remarks not degrading but used as constructive criticism.   
      Students need our help and guidance to be able to make good choices online and in creating and crafting appropriate blogs.
Usefulness of Blogs and possible future trends in education

As my field of teaching covers primary children I can see directly how blogs affect very young children.

· Children who are very poor in writing and spelling are boosted by the thought that they can have work put on the internet for everyone to see and comment on. This motivates them to pay extra attention to how they are writing.  They look up words or ask their teacher for advice.  In a normal situation where the child usually writes in a copybook only to be seen by the teacher or may be a friend or two, there is rarely any bother to write correctly or pay extra attention to usual and common mistakes.  .  
· On the other hand when publishing on the web this piece of work becomes public.  The child’s friends and family, whoever and wherever they are will be able to access it and so motivation comes in driving the child to present information which is as accurate as can be, as pleasing as can be and thus create a sense of self worth  which is rarely attained through conventional methods.  Here I believe is the essence of true learning where the learner is the driving force of his/her own learning. 
· Blogs enhance a child’s self confidence and worth, giving the child a voice and a readership which in turn instils excitement.  In some of my schools the blogs created are shown to the whole school as a part of a special assembly once a month.  The benefits are enormous, amongst which a great amount of interaction, networking and communication.
· Learning to self critique comes in even at this early age.  This e-learning happens by the child’s own making and guidance from educators whose role must now turn to facilitating learning.  Now the teacher guides the learner through new technologies and tools to facilitate, guide and motivate.

· Blogs help to bring in parents as well into the education of their children.  Their permission is needed for children to post work online/participate in blogs.  Parents are encouraged to view the blogs and leave comments which would mean much to the child even if it is not their own.  They could be taught about the benefits of blogging - in this way creating a bridge between home and school.
Collaboration plays a great role in blogging.  I have worked with children who put up class blogs.  The children work in pairs and each pair decides which part of the topic chosen they will work on.  Later other classes post comments.  Children learn to read, research and critique each other, they also learn about other etools such as podcasts which are being embedded in blogs.   Academic collaboration occurs even with the teachers of different classes as they communicate with their colleagues, enquiring about new sources and sharing ideas and resources for teaching.  I myself as the, e-learning teacher, have put up a blog as a source of reference and information about e-learning tools for teachers(www.elearningeduc.wordpress.com). Here we see a growing community of bloggers in the blogosphere where learning in education is more collaborative.
Blogging enables one to take on many roles and look at things from different angles.  You can be a publisher, a researcher, a moderator a reviewer a collaborator a reflector all these roles dictate specific skills.  Education does not remain a  two way thing but multi fold and multi dimensional allowing children, young people and educators alike to view the world in a more interactive environment where learning becomes more personal, effective and meaningful.
Sebastian Fiedler, a media pedagogy specialist at the University of Augsburg in Germany, has been monitoring the rise of blogs for a number of years. 

 "These tools offer a new and powerful toolkit for the support of collaborative and individual learning that adheres to the patterns of contemporary information-intensive work and learning outside of formal educational settings."
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You Tube Links

Why Let Our Students Blog?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKoEZJseVXU&NR=1
Blogging in a NYC Middle School

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsgffFng_IU&feature=PlayList&p=C9C203F766743249&index=3
Classroom Blogging as Writing "Instruction"

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRmGmzSAJLA&feature=PlayList&p=C9C203F766743249&index=2
Blogs in  Education

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7XiCg_wpzE&feature=PlayList&p=C9C203F766743249&index=1
Link to teachers.tv
http://www.teachers.tv/video/167
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